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Collision Course: 

Ronald Reagan, the Air 

Traffic Controllers, and 

the Strike That Changed 

America by Joseph A 

McCartin 

 

"Although his union sympathies 
are clear, McCartin, for the most 
part, plays it straight, relying on 
extensive interviews with 
government and union officials, 
rank-and-file members, pilots, 
airline executives and politicians 
to get the full story behind this 
dramatic confrontation. Breaking 
the strike proved more expensive 
to the federal government than 
meeting the controllers' 
demands. But the chilling effect 
of Reagan's swift dismissal of 
seemingly indispensable workers 
has proven more costly to 
organized labor. With the 
collective-bargaining power of 
public employees under fierce 
assault, McCartin's story couldn't 
be timelier or more important." 
Kirkus Reviews (09/15/2011)  

Reserve 

Remedy and Reaction: 

The Peculiar American 

Struggle Over Health 

Care Reform by Paul Starr 

 

"In this remarkable history, Yale 
sociologist and Pulitzer 
Prizewinner Starr says that 
America's contradictions (the 
opposing values of egalitarianism 
and self-reliance) are nowhere 
more evident than in the 
rancorous history of health care 
reform. Unlike citizens in other 
rich capitalist countries, 
Americans equate public 
responsibility for health care with 
a loss of freedom, while health 
care reformers and critics alike 
play on our distrust of Big 
Insurance and Big Government." 
Publishers Weekly (08/01/2011) 

Reserve 

American Nations: A 

History of the Eleven 

Rival Regional Cultures 

of North America by 

Colin Woodard 

 

"Historian and journalist 
Woodward's new take on 
American history identifies the 
original cultural settlements that 
became the United States, and 
proceeds with the thesis that 
these regional and cultural 
divisions are responsible for 
clashes stretching back to 
Revolutionary times. The 11 
nations don't follow state or even 
country territory lines, but rather 
the paths taken by the earliest 
settlers of these areas; while 
later immigrants added to the 
mix, they didn't change the 
fundamental culture. Woodward 
uses this hypothesis to explain 
the Civil War, regional 
differences in education 
philosophies and voting 
patterns." Publishers Weekly 
(11/14/2011)  

Reserve 

Crazy River: Exploration 

and Folly in East Africa 

by Richard Grant 

Explorers of the Nile: 

The Triumph and 

Tragedy of a Great 

Victorian Adventure by 

Kearny's March: The 

Epic Creation of the 

American West, 1846-

1847 by Winston Groom 
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"Fear and loathing in East Africa 
as travel writer Grant traverses 
the ravaged continent in search 
of a mysterious river and the 
source of the Nile. The Malagarasi 
River in Tanzania had not been 
fully traveled by either 
Westerners or Africans. So, the 
tradition of 19th-century British 
explorers, first and foremost 
Richard Burton, who became his 
spectral travel companion, Grant 
set out to do so. But his 
adventures on the river-disease 
and disappointment, danger from 
crocs, hippos and bandits-became 
but part of his larger story about 
what Africa is and how to make 
sense of it." Kirkus Reviews 
(09/01/2011) 

Reserve 

Tim Jeal 

 

Jeal recounts each perilous 
expedition to unlock the secrets 
of the Nile watershed with an 
astonishing clarity and depth that 
brings to life the hazardous 
environs of equatorial Africa. In 
the course of his superb 
narrative, Jeal rescues the 
historically much maligned 
character of Speke, celebrates 
the humanitarian spirit of 
Livingstone, and astutely 
assesses the long-term 
consequences of the imperialist 
scramble for Africa that ensued in 
the wake of Victorian explorers, 
including the horrendous civil 
wars of Uganda, Kenya, and 
Sudan." Booklist (09/15/2011)  

Reserve 

 

"Did the United States bait 
Mexico into a war in 1846? 
Groom spends little time debating 
the justifications for or the 
morality of this controversial 
clash. Rather, he focuses on how 
the war accelerated an already 
notable westward migration by 
Americans across the continent. 
The day after Congress's 
declaration, President Polk 
ordered General Stephen Kearny 
to capture Mexico's northern-
most provinces, territory that 
would become Arizona, New 
Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Nevada 
and California. Groom follows 
Kearny's 2,000-mile march from 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., to 
California, providing wonderful 
stories about the soldiers' 
progress through a rugged, wildly 
changing landscape." Kirkus 
Reviews (09/01/2011) 

Reserve 
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